
CAT AIDS 

For over 20 years  feline AIDS has been found in our local cat population.  Feline AIDS is a disease 
caused by infection with feline immunodeficiency virus (FIV) and affects the cat's immune system.

Importantly this disease is not transmissable to humans.

It is contagious in cats and is mostly spread from the saliva of an infected cat when it bites another  
cat.
Rarely it may pass from an infected queen to her kittens.

Cats which are outdoors and involved with cat fights are most at risk.  If your cat has been involved  
in a fight we can do a blood test to see if your cat may have contracted the disease.
Undesexed male cats are most commonly associated with fighting and therefore at the greatest risk.
However all cats can get involved with fighting even if it is not their choice to do so.

While many cats with AIDS will initially show no signs of disease they can develop these over time.  
Early signs of illness may be fever, lethargy, loss of appetite, diarrhoea and swollen lymph nodes.  
Chronic, recurring and non-responsive illnesses are very common with FIV infected cats.
Eventually the immune system becomes too weak to fight off disease and the cat can die. This can 
take many years to happen.  AIDS is not an immediate death sentence however it does have a real  
and severe impact on the cat's life.

Cat AIDS is common in the Warwick area and it is important that you as cat owners are aware of this  
and what can be done to keep your cat safe.

1. Keep your cat indoors so it cannot get involved with fighting
2. Have a blood test done on your cat to see if it has this disease
3. Get your cat vaccinated against FIV (this is extra from the 'normal' vaccination cats get)
4. Keep your new cat isolated from others until it is known whether or not any of them have 

AIDS
5. FIV vaccination requires 3 vaccinations 2-4 weeks apart; this is advised for all new kittens, 

followed by an annual booster.

Treatment for AIDS is symptomatic only as there is no available treatment to kill the virus.
Prevention  is  the  answer  so  find  out  about  how to  get  your  cat  vaccinated  phone  Condamine 
Veterinary Clinic on 4667 1176 before trouble begins.
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PAWS FOR THOUGHT

NEXT PUPPY 
PRESCHOOL

 CLASS STARTS:
MON 22/10/12

Call now to book as 
places are limited!
(ages 8 – 16 weeks)

CONDAMINE VETERINARY 
CLINIC

Veterinarian: 
Cathy Marlton

Associate Vets: 
Lucie Manifold
Kiri Rheinburger

Nurses: 
Zoe, Tarni & Skye

Trainee Nurses: 
Sarah, Jess & Pip

Administration: 
Kerry

Although we are not all here  
at the same time, we all have a  
special interest in the care of  

you and your pets!

Opening hours: 

8am – 5pm

Monday - Friday

8:30am – 11:00am Saturday

07 4667 1176

after hours emergencies please 
call the above number

LETTER FROM 
LUCKY

(the Editor)
Dear Pet owner and 4 

legged-mates,
Things have really warmed up 
over the last week and this has 
brought out the snakes, ticks and 
other creepy crawlies.
I'm keeping my eyes wide open 
looking for things lurking in the 
grass. I just hope that I can be  a 
confident sensible hound if one of 
those things is a brown snake and 
keep well away from trouble.
The ticks are something else 
though. You know you can be a 
sensible and mature adult and still 
a tick can climb on and paralyse 
you so that you can't breath, walk 
or swallow properly. Man that is 
scarey. Lucky for us here in 
Warwick, Paralysis ticks are rare. 
However if you go visiting the 
bush towards Killarney, 
Goomburra, Toowoomba, Brisbane 
etc. there are lots of ticks about 
this year.
The girls have had some very sick 
patients in hospital in the last few 
weeks which have been really ill 
from ticks.
If you are not sure whether ticks 
could be a problem for you give 
the girls a ring. If you have a tick 
on you and are feeling unwell- get 
help immediately- don't wait until 
things go bad.
I've also got some great news for 
all of you who have horses or cows 
and other farm animal beasts that 
might need help.  My new BFF, 
hero and large animal expert, the 
remarkable.....Tias Muurlink....is 
coming back to Warwick to help 
the big animals. So if you or any of 
your mates have horses or cattle 
that need expert attention give Tias 
a call on 0438 791804 or phone us 
on 4667 1176.  He really gets my 
tail wagging and I give him my 
vote. 

Until next time
Paws truly,
Lucky

THE LARGE ANIMAL VET!!
Tias Muurlink is available for large animal visits 

from the 15th October.

He will have a Stanthorpe run every Tuesday.

Tias is able to see routine and complex horse and 
cattle cases. 

Ring to find out more information or to make an 
appointment today!
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